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Origins 
• First meeting 9th May 1985 

• Founding members present: Jan Chris, Lionel Fredman, 

William Enerburg 

• Also admitted as member: Wendy Stokoe 

• Associate Members: Sheila Howell, Jacqueline Fredman 

• Meeting held at Jan’s house in Ashfield. 
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Further Meetings 

• Second meeting: 14th September 1985 (two 

members attending) 

• Third meeting: 18th January 1986 (first to be 

attended by Phil Cornell) 

• Fourth meeting: 20th September 1986 at 

Mortuary Station – first ‘off-site’ meeting 

• First non-meeting event: 17th October 1986 

‘Speckled Band’ dramatic reading 
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Office Bearers 

• Elected at 7th February 1987 meeting 

• Captain & Log Keeper: Lionel Fredman 

• Chief Steward: Jan Chris 

• Quartermaster: William Enerburg 

• Expedition Artist: Phil Cornell 

• Signals Officer: Chris Sequeira 

• Bursar: Roger Najor 
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Firsts 

•  First paper read at a meeting 30th May 1987 on 

‘Silver Blaze’ 

 

• First quiz 30th May 1987  

 

•  First Holmes’ birthday meeting 6th January 

1989 
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Without a Clue 

• 19th January 1989 at Hoyts Entertainment 

Centre 

• Mock protests against the film Without a Clue 

• Passengers dressed in Victorian costume to 

protest portrayal of Holmes as a bungler 

• The group attended the premiere afterwards 

• Attracted some press coverage 
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Further Events 
• Reading of Gillette’s Sherlock Holmes (1989) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Trip to Ballarat (1990) 

• Bill Barnes’ first meeting 2nd May 1989 

• Robert Veld’s paper on The Strand                
illustrations (youngest Passenger to                                 
give a talk) 
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Final Problem Weekend 

• 4th-5th May 1991 at Fairmont Hotel, Leura 

• Re-enactment of Reichenbach Falls battle at 

Katoomba Falls 

• Sherlockian Charades 

• Study in Scarlet Egg and Spoon race 

• Ricolletti of the Club Foot Three Legged Race 

• Tonga’s Darts Match 
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Gloria Scott Plaque 

• Unveiled April 1993 by Dick Hughes 

• In courtyard behind Orient Hotel 
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1995 

• First annual calendar  

• First Log, in newsletter 

form  

• Second follows in same 

format 

• ‘The Sydney Pageant’ 

national Sherlock Holmes 

meeting, held April 1995 
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Passengers’ Follies  

• Performances by 

talented Passengers 

including the Fabulous 

Moriarty Brothers 
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  Late 1990s Meetings 

• Visit to Rookwood Necropolis 

• Moriarty’s Unhappy Birthday 

Party 

• Tour of Fort Denison 

• Visit to Justice & Police 

Museum 

 

 

• Evening Tour of Queen                        

Victoria Building 

• Premiere of The Merry Wives of Watson 
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Captain, My Captain 

• 8th December 1996, Lachlan’s Restaurant Old 

Government House 

• Captain Lionel Fredman resigns his post to take 

up duties at the Admiralty 

• Bill Barnes is promoted to Captain 
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Honorary Passengers 

• First Able Seaman is actor Edward Hardwicke 

(1997) 

• Michael Cox, Producer of Granada series 

(1999) 

• Ian Richardson, actor (2002) 

• Roger Johnson, Sherlock Holmes Society of 

London (2003) 
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Passengers’ Log 

• First Log in current form published October 1997 
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Montpellier Award 

 

• First Carole Dukes Montpellier                     

Award, 10th January 1999, awarded to               

Phil Cornell 

• Named for the late Carole Dukes, a Passenger 

always keen to foster research into the canon 

• The award has been given every year since to 12 

individual recipients (some multiple winners) 

• Rosane has won four times, Arthur & Phil three 

times each, Rob & Erin twice each 
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  Sherlock Holympics 

• Held August 2000 

• Deerstalker Discus  

• Speckled Band Snake 

Whacking  

• Lounging and Idling  

• The Great Agra Treasure 

Hunt  

• Dr Watson’s Remedy Relay 
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  Hound’s Hundredth 

• A hundred years since publication of The 

Hound of the Baskervilles 
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First Class Passengers 

• First awarded January 2003 

• First Life Members: Admiral Lionel Fredman 

and Alan Olding (Sherlock Holmes Society of 

Australia) 

• Current First Class Passengers:                       

Bill Barnes, Jan Chris, Phil                      

Cornell, Bert Gray, Jon                         

Holliday, Rosane McNamara 
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Vale SHSA 

• Sherlock Holmes Society of Australia was 

dissolved December 2002 

• Sydney Passengers offer to incorporate SHSA 

name with their own so it could continue, and 

membership to SHSA members 

• Documents were inherited dating back to 1978 

• Alan Olding becomes First Class Passenger 
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2000s 

• Sherlock Holmes on Trial  

• Taronga Zoo visit  

• Dramatic reading of Roger                                                           
Johnson’s The Great                                  
Detective                           

• Sherlock Holmes                                
Sesquicentenary  

• Maritime Museum visit 

• Croquet match at Strathfield croquet club 

• 100 years of ‘The Priory School’ 
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An Excellent Voyage 

• Passengers 20th Anniversary                       

(14th-15th May 2005) 
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  Ten Years of the Log 

• Ten years of the 
Passengers’ Log 
celebrated October 
2007 
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Social Media 

• Passengers 
Facebook group 
established 
December 2007 

• Members can 
post news and 
events from the 
Sherlockian and 
Passengers’ world 
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Lionel Fredman 

• Death of founding 

member & first 

Captain, Lionel 

Fredman, 29th April 

2008 
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BSI 

• Other Passenger BSIs (inc. overseas                       
Passengers): Peter Calamai, Joe Eckrich,                   
Doug Elliott, Sonia Fetherston, David Greeney,  Yuichi 
Hirayama, Don Hobbs, Roger Johnson, Leslie Klinger, 
Guy Marriott, Chris Redmond, Enrico Solito, Doug 
Wrigglesworth 

 

• Bill Barnes appointed BSI, 

January 2009 

• Rosane McNamara appointed BSI, 

January 2013 
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Late 2000s  

• Passengers’ first Film 
Festival, August 2008 

• Visit by author David 
Stuart Davies 

• Arthur Conan Doyle 
sesquicentenary 

• Passengers’ 25th 
Anniversary May 
2010 
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Passengers’ Archives 

• Listing currently being undertaken 

• Detailed cataloguing to follow 

• Acquisition of archival quality storage 

boxes/polyester sleeves 

• Selected digitisation to easily make content 

available on request 

• Donations welcome, particularly any old 

meeting notices 
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